
RIGGS HIGH SCHOOL 

PIERRE, SD 57501 
FEBRUARY 27, 1987 

VOL. 45 NO. 11 

NHS tags new members, 1987 ''Teacher'' 
By Rob Miller 

Twenty-five Riggs students were 
tagged as National Honor Society 
members on Monday and will be for­
mally inducted in a theatre ceremony 
March 2. 

Current NHS members also chose 
Candy Birhanzel as Teacher of the 
Year. Club members each year 
choose an outstanding teacher from 
the high school's faculty for the.honor. 
Last year's teacher of the year was 
choral instructor Jackie Hilding. 

TEAHCER HONORED .... Candace Birhanzel 
smiles for the camera. (Photo by Doug 
Potter) 

Inductees were chosen from both 
the senior and junior classes. They 
were required to fill out applications 
and have a grade point average of 
3.2. Criteria for membership in the 
elete club is not based solely on 
grades. Applicants had to show extra­
curricular involvement as well as 
community activities. A teacher selec­
tion board chose the initiates. 

New NHS members were tagged in 
an all-school assembly Monday. 
Senior inductees are Kelly Anderson 
Stephani Baldwin, Roger Cutshaw, 
Erin DeJong, Rick Gordon, Keren 
Higgins, Kimberley Jones, Maureen 
Quigley, Shelly Schlekeway, David 
Valentine, Steve Wahl, Scott Woster. 

Junior class inductees are Sean 
Califf, Amy Cone, DeeAnn Gohl, 
Renae Howard, Deb Hudson, Jen­
nifer Joens, Tani Keenlyne, Kayla 
Korkow, Bruce Lundeen, Kimberly 
Merill, Doug Mikkonen, Paula Paul, 
DaWanda Pesicka, John Sutton. 

National Honor Socity is an 
organization made up of the top 
students and is aimed at community 
service. Along with induction 
ceremonies, the club hosts various 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR .... Candace Birhanzel accepts a present from NHS president Chris 
Shaw as newly tagged NHS members look on. (Photo by Doug Potter) 

social and service activities this year. petunias along Sioux Avenue as a 
Last May the club helped plant part of a community service project. 

Junior Class plans April prom 
EVENTS CALENDAR 

March 
2 -- National Honor Society 

Initiation 
5-6 -- Parent Teacher

Conferences 
17 -- Junior High band and vocal 

festival, Riggs Theatre 
19-20 -- Spring Break. NO

SCHOOL
19-21 -- State "A" Basketball

26-28 -- All State Band, Riggs
Theatre

30 -- Pierre Concert Series 

By Chris Ward 
Plans are already underway for the 

April 25 Junior-Senior Prom which 
will feature the music of "On the 
Fritz", a band booked from Full Tilt 
Management in Sioux Falls. 

The prom theme and song will re­
main a "mystery" until April 25, ac­
cording to Sandy Peterson, head 
Junior Class adviser. Committee 
planning began early in February, 
and sophomore servers are already 
preparing the special entertainment 
for the evening. 

Juniors selec.ted the following 
sophomores as prom waitresses: 
Laurel Beougher, Susan Fowler, Kara 

Fridley, Wendey Garber, Bonnie 
Hansen, Beth Lindquist, and Kelly 
Misterek. 

Selected as waiters were Troy 
Buschbom, Jeff Lundeen, Trent 
Merkwan, Charlie Moore, Jon Rapp,· 
Heath Schneider and Steve 
Schneider. 

Prom waiters and waitresses will 
entertain promgoers at 9 p.m. and at 
11 p.m. with a specially prepared 
dance to the prom song. The group 
is under the direction of Candy 
Birhanzel, a Junior Class adviser. 

The prom will begin at 8 p.m. and 
continue until midnight. Parents and 
other observers will be allowed on the 

floor from 5:30 to 7 p.m. and may 
observe from the balcony until after 
the first servers' performance. 

Other Junior Class advisers and 
their prom assignments include Mr. 
Petersen and Mr. Wahl: walls, floors 
and bandstand; Mr. Henjum, Mr. 

Townsend, ceiling; Mr. Koistinen, Mr. 
Schneider, Mr. Shields: entrance and 
stage; Mr. Trautner, invitations and 
mural; Mrs. Peterson and Mr. 

Schlekeway: pictures and band 
police; Mr. Henjum: lighting; Mr. 
Larsen: clean ,up; Mrs. Birhanzel: 
waiters and waitresses; and Mrs. 
Laitala: food and table decorations. 

Flag ceremony honors foreign students 
By Kirsten Lev1sen Malaysia; and Henriikka Sotamaa, 

NATIONAL PRIDE .... Foreign exchange students exchanged flags with Riggs' student mayor

at the annual ceremony. From left are Nuno Sampaio, Portugal; Steve Wahl, Riggs mayor; 
Paul Sheather, Australia; and Roy Egelund, Norway. (Photo by Heath Tople) 

Seven foreign students from Finland. 
schools around South Dakota joined "I feel it is very important for 
the Riggs student body Feb. 7, for a students to travel to foreign countries 
flag exchange program. said German exchange teacher Rolf 

The ceremony was one of the Maichel, master of ceremonies. It 
highlights of an AFS Legislative opens you up to appreciate peoples' 
Weekend hosted by the Pierre differences and to accept them. 
American Field Service (AFS) "The best time to travel is when 
Chapter. During the weekend, you are young because it is easier for 
students toured the capital, toured you to get into and live with a family, 
sights around Pierre, and watched the and it is in the family situation that you 
legislature in action. truely get to know the country," Mr. 

Exchanging flags with student Maichel said. 
body major Steve Wahl were the At the end of the ceremony the 
Pierre-based AFS students Roy American, German, Norwegan, Por-
Egelund of Norway, Nuno Sampaio of tugese, and Australian national an-
Portugal, and Rotary Exchange stu- thems were played. 
dent Paul Sheather of Australia. Following the German anthem, Mr. 

The flags become part of the local Maichel commented, "This is quite 
AFS collection which represents the an experience for me. I really want to 
countries of students who have spent thank you for standing up for my na-
their AFS tours in Pierre. tional anthem. At home this never 

Other visiting students were Nicola would have happened." 
Gliddon, New Zealand; Carine 
· Jumelle, Belguim; Norzila Omar, Continued on page 2 
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Riggs hosts All-State Band 
By Kelly Anderson 

On March 26, 167 specially 
selected high school students from 
around the state will begin rehearsals 
for the All-State Band concert March 
28, in the Riggs Theater. 

The guest conductor for the con­
cert is Larry Curtis from California 
State University in Longbeach, CA. 

"Normally it would be up to the 
high school band director to pick the 
director, but because I was hired so 
late the activities association and the 
band director from Canton, Glen 
Siverson, hired the director for this 
year," said band director Brad 
Berens. 

The host city is responsible for fin­
ding accomadations for the guest 
conductor, preparing all the music, 
lining up photographers and recor­
ding technicians, planning and 
intinerary for the rehearsals, publiciz­
ing the event, supplying ticket sellers 
and ushers, and setting up and tear­
ing down the stage. 

The band will perform six numbers, 
The Wind and the Lion, Colonial 
Song, Meditation from Thais, Wed­
ding Dance, Marche Heroique, and 
Stars and Stripes. 

There will be an admission charge, 
but the event is open to the public. 

Australian Student shares 
culture with Riggs High 
By Chad Weber and Angela Gates 

One of the new faces at Riggs this 
year is a 18-year old Paul Shether. 
Paul is a Rotary exchange student 
from Australia who arrived Jan. 18 
from his home in Young, New South 
Wales. 

Paul said the hardest thing for him 
to adjust to was the weather. "It was 
40 degrees celsius (110 fahrenheit) 
when I left Sydney, and when I got 
here, it was freezing (30 degrees 
fahrenheit). Between that and getting 
over jet lag, it was quite a blow to the 
system." 

The first three months of his stay 
will be with the Andy and Debbie 
Gates family. Last year, Angela Gates, 
his host sister, was, ironically, an ex­
change student to Australia. Paul's 
next host family will be the Tom and 
Trudy Feigum family. 

Paul says he likes it here so far. 
"It's been bloody good. I've been in 
Pierre only four weeks, and an oppor­
tunity hasn't arisen for me to do 
much;'Paul said. "The mates I've met 
so far have made my stay that much 
more enjoyable. They really have 
helped in easing my homesickness." 

"It really hits home when you ar­
rive, that your family is on the other 
side of the world and you won't be 
able to see them for a year. The only 

Speaks at hearing: 

way to talk to them is through a letter 
or on the phone.'' 

Back home, Paul has two brothers: 
John, 32, and Rodney, 16. He also 
has an older sister, Judith, who's 28. 
He lives with his parents and younger 
brother. His dad works as a master 
baker pastry chef, and his mom is a 
manager in a local shoe store. 
--

In closing, Paul would like to say, 
as he grins from ear to ear, "G'Day 
Mate!" to all Governor readers. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE .... February Students of the Month Rob Miller and Shannon 
Schneider will continue their education after graduation. (Photo by Doug Potter)

Schneider and Miller earn 
February ''student'' honors 
By Paula Paul 

Seniors Shannon Schneider and 
Rob Miller have been chosen as 
February Students of the Month. Both 
are involved in many activities at 
Riggs and in the community. 

Shannon's activities include varsi­
ty tennis, editor of the Gumbo, FCA, 
NHS, Jr. Kiwanian, Quill and Scroll, 
Letterman's Club, and a job at Steam­
boat Dental Associates. Her future 
plans are to attend a university and 
major in elementary education or 
news broadcasting. 

According to Shannon, an ideal 
student of the month supports the 
school, is as involved as possible, 
and has a good attitude toward 
education. 

"Set realistic goals for yourself and 
work hard for them. Just be yOl .. ,-,elf 
and do what feels right for you," 

Shannon advised 
underclassmen. 

her 

She appreciates the fact that 
''teachers and coaches at Riggs 
devote time and energy to give 
students every opportunity to suc­
ceed." 

Rob is involved in Teen-Age 
Republicans, FCA, NHS, and Bible 
study. He is also co-editor of the 
Governor and employed at KMart. 

He plans to go to college, but is still 
undecided on a major because of his 
interest in many different areas. This 
versatile student would also like to 
serve in the military, go into 
diplomatic corps, and possibly be a 
missionary in Africa or Asia. 

"Study. Learn. Take advantage of 
the opportunities you have here. Stop 
screwing around and find a direction 
in your life," is Rob's advice to the 
underclassmen. 

Riggs thespians win superior 
By Karen Peta 

Riggs Thespians won several 
superior awards at the State One Act 
Play Contest held on Feb. 6 and 7 at 
Sioux Falls College. 

Juniors Jenny Joens and Tracy 
Deis won superior lead actress and 
supporting actress awards, while 
sophomore Steve Stofferahn won 
supporting actor. 

"We were a little shaken by the 
new facility at the college," said direc­
tor and drama coach Bill Henjum, 

"but the play contest was an educa­
tional experience for all of us." Last 

year's contest was held here at Riggs. 
Other members of the Riggs one 

act, "Hands Across the Sea," include 
seniors Loren Cass, Kim Nightser and 
Alex Powers; juniors Sean Califf and 
Lowell Gordon; and sophomores 
Mary Fjelstad and Eric Hoffsten. 

Senior represents SADD chapter 

The group started their climb to 
State by winning the regionals held 
here at Riggs Theater Jan. 31. "The 
three superior awards comprise the 
most awards Riggs has won at any 
one contest in four years of competi­
tion," said Mr. Henjum. 

Media ·center has 

Research Reports 
Senior Ken Barth recently took ad­

vantage of an opportunity all South 
Dakotans have, but few take advan­
tage of -- he testified at a formal 
senate committee hearing. 

Representing the Riggs Students 
Against Drinking Drunk (SADD), 
Barth testified in favor of raising the 
state's drinking age to 21. He spoke 
at a night session after getting special 
permission from Senator Jerome 
Lammers, committee head. 

"There were representatives there 
from every major brewery and some 
state associations," Barth said. "I had 
as much right to be there as they did, 
but I could hear their conversations 
behind me and I could hear people 
say, 'He's just a kid what does he 
know, who does he think he is?'" 

Barth had an interest in the issue 
and had gone up to hear some of the 
testimony. "I got sick and tired of 
hearing all these people talk about 
the people who would loose jobs if the 
senate raised the age. Nobody was 
speaking on behalf of the proponents, 

so I registered on the docket." 
Admitting that it was pretty scary, 

Barth was even more anxious when 
he realized that his every word 
became part of the official record. '' I 
was up there at 6 p. m. writting my 
statement, by 8 p. m. I was really 
scared," Barth noted. 

Speaking on behalf of SADD 
chapters, Barth told the committee 
that if they could save even one life 
in South Dakota, to say nothing about 
the $12 million in highway funds, over 
a two year period, raising the age 
would be worth it. 

"Maturity is such an important 
issue,'' Barth said. '' I tried to stress 
the fact that with age a person 
matures not only mentally but social­
ly, and for an 8:dult it is not soci�lly ac­
ceptable to drink and get behind the 
wheel and drive. To a teenager it 
may be. I'm not against kids drinking 
if they can handle it." 

"It would also be harder to con­
vince a 21-year old to buy for 
underaged kids than it would be con­
vincing a 19-year old to do this.'' 

What effect will the Riggs stud­
ent's tesimony have on the commit 
tee? It's hard to tell, but as he thank­
ed him for getting involved in the 

committee hearing, Senator Lam­
mers told Barth, "Each and every one 
of the senators got something out of 
this." 

Riggs library/media center has 
received its first issue of the new, 
redesigned "Editorial Research 
Reports.'' 

The new Reports are larger -- the 
extra space means users will see 
more information, photos, charts, 
tables, maps and other illustrations, 
according to Robert Townsend, head 
librarian. 

"We hope it will make it easier for 
students to use in its new format," Mr. 
Townsend said. 

The Reports are now being placed 
in three-ring binders for easy retrieval 
and storage, rather than in the vertical 
file. The new service covers a wide 
variety of topics political, social, 
economic, scientific, and others. 

According to Mr. Townsend, the for­
mat provides clear, objective, topical 
and accurate articles which will be a 
benefit to students in all curriculum 
areas. 










